.. SCHOOL COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2007-2008

Name of School: Markville SS

CEC: East

Chairperson{s}:

#1: Name: Joyce Chan.

#2. Name:

# of Parent Members: 13

Parent Members’ Names:

Teaching Staff Member(s):

Nancy Elliott

Subject Heads (rotating)

Arjan Samtani

Lee Carwana

Janet Wellsman Thomson

Marguerite Ennis

Joyce Chan

Elaine Wilkes -

Archana Seth

Judy Hall

Michael Tamaki

Naomi Tsuji-Tamaki

Erise Fung

Raj Seth

Support Staff Member(s):

Student Member(s): (if applicable)

Amanda Perkins

Community Representative(s)

Administrator(s)

Steve Bewcyk

Debbie Linkewich

Maureen Weaver
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1)7 During your last election process, paren’t mermbers of council were selected by:
Acclamation - [X] Voling [ ]
2} Was your Schoﬁi Council chair a returning chair in 2007-20087
| Yes [ 1. No - [X]
"~ 3} Doyouhavea co—éhair?
| Yes [ ] No  [X]
4) If yes, was he/she a returning co-chair?

Yes [ ] ' No [ ]

- 5) How many new Schoo! Council members were there in ther pastyear? | 8

Roles and Responsibilities of School Councils

The York Region District School Board’s School Council Pracedure P262 states that one of the key roles of a
School Council is to provide advice to the school principat on the “development, implementation and review of
the School Plan far Continuous Impravement.”

Decision Making

6) : _

a) To what extent has your School Council had opportunities to provide input into the School Plan for
Continuous Improvement during the past school year? (please circle)

A Great Extent - - A Moderate Extent Not At All
5 4 3 -2 1

by Hyes, in what ways has your School Council been involved with providing input info the Plan?

Learning Communities Facilitator presented SPCI to School Council. Councit had the opportunity to
review the plan, ask guestions and provide input to the conient.

c¢) Towhat exient do your goals and priorities align with the School Plan for Continuous Improvement?

A Great Extent A Moderate Extent ' : Not At All
5 4 E| 2 1

d) In what ways has your School Council supported the implementation of priorities and goals set outin
the School Plan for Continuous improvement?
Priority in School Plan ~ Activity to Support Implementation

School Council members have the opportunity to discuss
curriculum issues with Department Heads at every council
Curriculum Implementation meetings. _
School Council and Administration partnership to sponsor a Parent
Engagement Evening that focused on technology in the classroom.
School Council and Administration partnership to sponsor a Parent
Engagement Evening that focused on youth issues and

Parent, Family & Community partnerships of local law enforcement.

Engagement '

School Councit networking with elementary School Councils of
Markville's five feeder schools.
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School & Workplace Climate

School Council financially supported and participated in a school
beautification project.

School Council financially supported the purchase of additional
microwave ovens to give more students access to a hot lunch.

Other

,7)

a)

identify docurhents developed or revised by your School Council this ye-ar: ‘

ConstituioN/BY-Laws ...t s e e dX]

" School Profile...........coceeee. ereeteeeereeree e imreeaeearnt e e e e er e e e e e e e e e enean [ 1]

School Plan for Continuous Improvement/Set of Priorities.......ccceeeeeees [X]
Administrator Profile .......... erevenrasaanererranerhenarseeeueesinaeann e ———— I 1]
"Dress Code. e et e e n e e [
Code of Behaviour .............ooovveeeee e, emrereneesennn—an [

Homework Policy ..........ccoooviviiiiiiiiiiiieee s U [

]
]
Council Website. ... et ce e e e e [ 1]
]
|

Other (please specify BElOW) ..o S [

Communication

a)

b)

d)’

To what extent has your School Council been engaged in activities to support home-school

~ communication with parents/families?

A Great Extent - A Moderate Extent : Not At All

To what extent has your School Council been engaged in providing opportunities for parehtslfamilies_
to provide input and feedback?

A Great Extent A Moderate Extent ‘  NotAt Al
5 4 . B 2 E 1

To what extent has your Schooi Council been engaged in effectively addressing feedback from
parentslfamilles’?

A Great Extent A Moderate Extent - ' Not At All
5 3 2 1

How has the Schoecl Councit engaged parents/fam:lies and the schoo! commun:ty in such
communication? Please check all that apply:

BUMNVEYS (e e e e e e e e (X1
Memberships on sub-committees........couue.... [ X]

FOCUS QroUPS ...ccceeeeeeiee et s envneees [
Coffee meetings...cov oo eeeeeee e, |
Town hall.............. e e S|
Other (please specify below) ..., .

Parent Engagement Evenings.
Revisions to school website.

e)

In what areas have families been asked to provide input or feedback (e.g., fieldirip planning,
fundraising priotities) .

Topic selection for the Parent Engagement initiative.
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9) Learning at Home

a) To what extent has your School Council been engaged in activities to support parents with their
children’s learning at home?

A Great Extent - A Moderate Extent ‘Not At All
5 4 . 2 1

b) If yes, how has the School Council assisted parents in supporting their children’s learning at home?
Please check all that apply;

Guest SpeaKers......veccvieeeeceece e [ 1
Book exchange programs........cceeeecveeecnenn. [ 1
Tip sheets for parents.....c..ccceveccenenieccecen. [ ]
Forms for exchanging best practices............. i1
Workshops.....coovvieccnceeiiinee. S, [ 1
Other (please specify befow) .......ccoeeeeeerneeee. [X]

Teacher demonsiration of technology used in classrooms.

10) Collaboration with the Community

a) To what extent has your School Council been engaged in activities to collaborate with the communlty
to enhance student learning? ,

A Great Extent - A'Moderate Extent ‘ Not At Ali
5 4 i3 2 1

b) If yes, please describe the commumty partnershrpsfcollaboratlon in which your School Council has
been engaged? Please check all that apply:

Breakfast programs .......cococcrin e e e e rereeereemen et vneeens [T
Milk programs .............. EeeeeareeenateEaEenL et aEe s e e bL e L b e S e mn £e e e fe e ee e Retar AN e erse e seea s ren e amneenanreanrenns o
Hot lunch programs .........c..oees e e e e eSmEEEE e L AL e Lo g e e h e et et £t e < e R At e e abeeaeesnmeaneeeeennnmnnean [ ]
SPOMSWEA ...ttt ene e e ee b eme s saennearans e eamee e e enevevnesaar e e e e e aanrans [ ]
Guest speakers.........ccoveeeeeeierereene e eeeehet bt nteanann et an s e s e et e es et b s e st A et se st esates sttt ene e e s [X]
Vo To 1= 111 T OO OR ORI S e [ 1
Collaborative community events/charitles ........co.ooiieeeeiieeee e, JE PO ol
’ Collaborating with community agencies to support students in the school..............ccccce..oo.e.. S
Cultural diversity OUIFBAICH .....ccooccruiiieecieeee e e et s se s are st s e e e e aeeneea [ 1]
Other (please specify below) .....ccoccveeiviiieiieiceeeceen ., e ieettrreteseraemseseesisssssessesssnsesssssnsmncesson [X]

York Region Police as guest speakers.
Staff appreciation day.

c) Which of these activities has your School Council undertaken in order to engage the community in
supporting the cultural diversity of your school community?

Multicultural (i.e. cufturally sensitive) School EVENES covvoecvrerennn) ettt et ar e e aaaeeen [
Reducing Language Barriers (e.g. translations, interpreters, dual language books) ................... [
Respect refigious hofidays when planning events ..., [
Direct resources & funding to supporting cuitural diversity................... e teethe e et e e r e e aeeean e [
Efforts to ensure diverse representation 0N SC.. ... .eviiceinniriee ettt eee e evr s e sseeeees [
NOIIE Lttt ettt e etk e ettt e et et e ereres sresne et smee Sh e b et et e ene et eareeenete et e eeeenannntneaes [

[

Page 4 of 7



S(":HOOL COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2007-2008

11} Parénting

a) To what extent has your School Council been engaged in activities to support parents and families
with parenting skills? (i.e., assisting families with strategies to create an en\flronment at home that

supports children’s Iearnlng)
A Great Extent A Moderate Extent Not At All
5 4 B € ' 2 1

b) If yes, how has the School Council ass:sted families with strategles to create an environment that
supports children’s learning? ,

Guest speaker on parenting teens .

Volunteering
12) |
a) To what extent has your School Council been engaged in activities to support volunteering?
A Great Extent A Moderate Extent ' Not At All

5 4 B 2 1
b} If yes, how has the Schoal Council supported volunteering? Please check all that apply:

. Fundraising......... e
Modeling by example
Recruitment and promaotion of volunteers _

Adapting volunteer handbook provided by the Board to the needs of your school.........[ 4 1
Assisting with training VOIUNIEETS ....coc i e e [ X]
Other (please specify DEIOW) .....ooooo e eeaennnnas [ 1

13) Identify the a_ctivitieé below in which the council was successfully engaged this year.

Fundraising - e.g., achieved goals; magazine sales; pizza lunches; fun fair; movie night; popcom Fridays; spring/fall fling; school BBQ; new [ 1
volunteers; whatthow to.spend money _ _
Parental/Community Support of School Activities/Programs - e.g., career fair; curriculum night; meet the teacher; safety awareness; safe [ X1

arivals program; parenting workshops; Character Matters initiatives; environment program; graduation; assemblies, engagmg parents of diverse
backgrounds, translators for Parent Info Night.

Consulfation/input into School Policy Development/Review - e.g., dress code; code of behaviour; head lice policy; school council constitution; ]
SPCI; tech review; uniform survey
Support of Literacy Initiatives - e.g., workshops; primary leveled readers; reading circle; homework club; math/science programs; smuggle up and [ .1
read; lteracy café - .

School Site Improvements - e.q., repair/replace playground equ1pment beautification; outdoor classroom

Collaboration/Recognition of School Council - e.g., creation of School Councﬂ surveys; meeting format; identifying goals and priorities;

networking
Health/Wellness Activities - e.g., hot lunch, milk, breakfast, nutrition and/or snack programs; health & wellness/nutrition commlttees

Promoting Community Parinerships - e.q., Parks & Recreation; Health Services; Community events

Communication - e.g., school needs; community information; monthly newsletters; website content

Improvement in Fine Arts Programs - e.g., Music; Visual Arts

Purchase of School Resources - e.q., computers; media; robotics; teachers' wish list

Increasing Attendance/Participation in Scheool Council - e.g., recruiting new volunteers; posilive, productive meetings
Development/Launchfimprovement of School Council Website

Transition to Secondary - e.g., working with feeder schools; attending Grade 8/9 meetings: transmon planning; feen support groups [ X]

Other (please specify) [ 1]

L o)

XK= XX

b — —
TPy WPy S

e - ey
bt et ft for

4) Identify the activities below which the council found challenging this year.

Attracting/Maintaining SC Members and Attendance - e.g., no active involvement on subcommittees; difficult getting feedback from parents at Focus
Group meetings; goal setiing early in year with new members; difficulty increasing parental involvement; attendance at meeiings; focusing SC meeting on [ X]
- Agenda & keeping within time [imits, ensuring culfural diverse regresentation on SC, keeping proper documentation, interpersonal issues, conflict,
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succession planning, language issues :
Maintaining or Lack of Volunteers - e.g., difficulty engaging volunteers; lack of active volunteer participation [ 1
Fundraising or Resource Challenges - e.g., lack of staffiparental support; oppasition to initiatives; poor participation; no volunteers for fundraising events; []
allocation of funds
Communication/Collaboration --e.g., to parents; to Board; to community; ESL issues; between council and parents; between councils; coming to
understand the roles of administrators, parents, and SC; open networking between councils; starting SC newsletter; understanding how council contributes to | | X 1
student life; consrstency in communication protocols; email addresses, webslte issues
Safety Matters - e.g., safe walking community; parking safety; snow removal policy; traffic problems; safety and publlc access to school (i.e. doors all closed [
except main doors); schoolyard safety/bullying
School Site mprovements - e.g., improvements to playgroundlequment [ ]
Input into Policy Reviews - £.g., homework policy; SPCI issues- not enough discussion; lack of focus/accountability in SPCI [ 1]
Other — (please specify below) [ 1]

15) List two potential objectives/priorities for next year's School Coungil:

Priority in School Plan Potential Objectives/Priorities

Curriculum Implementation
Parent, Family & Community Engagement Continuity of the Parent Engagement initiative, and Staff Appreciation
School & Workplace Climate
Other: Succession Planning ' : Cr)rltinuity of the executive parent.council base

16) What strategies has your council used io support a smooth transrtlon from this year's council {o the next?

Proactive Scheduling, Orientations and Tralnlng [X]

Return of the Same Council Members .................. (X1

Co-Chair System .. X1

Effective Communicatlon (e g standard|zed repomng procedures communlcatron wrth mcomlng

school administration; prometing value of involvement in council to parents using different methods; attempting to continue

communication and discussion of school issues over the break; .

personal mvutatlons) X1

]

17) Building System Capacity

Identify below what additional support or training your council would like to receive in the next school year?
Collaboration - e.g., opportunity to coileborate netwaork or share and interact with other SC (between all schools & between local family of schools);
sharing best practices (e.g. successful initiatives at other schools would provide good insight, best parent programs, best fundraiser); more support for [ X1
“family of schools” inifiatives; parinering with high school councils; communication: building community partnershi 1ps
Opportunity {& Financial Support) to Attend School Gouncil/Board Forums, Conferences, Workshops on Topics of Interest - e. g., attendance [ X]
at Quest; council input info P.D. fopics; strategies to improve EQAO results; plan evening sessions; evaluation/report cards: student transition
Training/information & Strategies for Increasing Effectiveness of School Councils - e. g., fraining on how to support SPCI goals & priorities; P.D.
on what and how SC should be involved in; P.D. to help SC understand school programs; how to expand invoivement/support in schook; P.D. re: [ X]
completing SC annualffreasurer’'s reports; maintain consistent attendance; orientation for new members; managing meetings; [T training .
Provide Information Regarding Speakers, Programs & Resources Available - e.g., anti-bullying; how to hefp our children; internet safety; provide [X]
information about available programs and resources such as Character Matters, Restorative Approaches.
Guidance on How to Recruit New School Council Members - e.g., parents; teachers: volunteer trainer _ [ X1
Guidance on How to involve Parents of Various Religious, Language and Cultural Backgrounds - e.g., franslations of documents; interpreters, [X]
ESL challenges; multicultural sensitivity training
TFraining in Fundraising and Planning Fundraisers - 8.g., fundraising consultant (how to negotiate, with whom, where and when; ether ideas for [X]
fundraising; do’s and don’ts; continued development & clarity around fundraising _
Guidance on How to Increase Parent Volunteer Involvement - e.g., more voluntesr recognition events, training for parent volunteers to support early [X ]
literacy, help with PRO grant proposals
Additional Funding - e.g., IT rescurces-laptops; hardware; software resources for libraries; textbook; tools for teachers to implement Living School [X ]

inifiatives; rescurces to assist with developing Parenting programs

Other (please specify below)

SchooIIBoard Delive[y of Service

18) In which area(s) does your School Council feel your school has shown improvement during this school
year (e.g. program delivery — literacy, numeracy, arts, communication to parents; consultation;
recognition; community partnerships; etc.)? Give clear examples fo support your statement.
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Fall Parent Engagement event — the Arts was exhibited

School has developed and shared with School Council a full school literacy initiative.

19} In which area(s) does your School Council feel your Board has shown improvement during this school
year (e.g. program delivery — literacy, numeracy, arts; communication to parents; consultation; support for
School Councils; recognition; community parinerships; efc.)? Give clear examples to support your
statement.

| Healthy Schools initiative — vending machines student store, cafeteria food |

20} In which area(s) does your School Council feel your school needs lmprovernent'? Give clear examples
and suggestions.

Technical issues with e-mail, synervoice and school website need to be addressed to ensure reliable
and consistent communication with parents.

21} In which area(s) does your School Council feel your Board needs improvement? Give clear examples
and suggestions.

Continue to support Character Education at the secondary level with activities that are meaningfuf to
students at the secondary level..

Additional Comments.

Name

Council Chair(s): Jayce Chan L %/J (/ Lé%
7444 30,0 g

Principal: - | Stephen Bewcyk W

Date: G—M zd’ Mﬂg y

School Council Annuat Report survey:

Please return the completed report to Nada Bimbilov, Research and Assessmeht Services, Center for
Leadership and Learning by emait nada.bimbilov@yrdsh edu on.ca or courier by June 30, 2008.
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