In 1877 the first known Japanese to settle in Canada was Manzo Nagano, soon followed by a wave of immigrants of young men seeking to find jobs and to start a new life. Most of them had settled in British Columbia where there were many fishery jobs. From the time the Japanese Canadians first settled in British Columbia, they were discriminated against as they were regarded as dangerous economic competition. In 1895 there was an attempt to exclude the Japanese from certain jobs, but it failed and instead the legislature extended the clause in the Provincial Elections Act which deprived the Japanese the right to vote or to hold public office. They were forbidden to work on Crown lands, roads, or mines. When the Japanese Canadians were able to keep their jobs often riots would break out like the Vancouver Riot that occurred on September 7, 1907 where a crowd of anti-Asian rally turned into a mob and broke store windows in the district of the Japanese Community on Powell Street. Following the bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 approximately 22,000 Japanese Canadians were stripped from their human rights and were classified as “Enemy Aliens,” although seventy five percent were Canadian born or naturalized citizens.
 The Canadian government considered all those that were Japanese decent dangerous to society and under the War Measures Act the Canadian government was able to intern the Japanese Canadians. The Japanese Canadians were humiliated and nothing will ever compensate for the suffering they went through. At the opening of the Japanese-Canadian Cultural Centre in Toronto in 1964, Prime Minister Lester Pearson publicly acknowledged that the wartime government had discriminated the Japanese Canadians and it was wrong for government to intern them. 

“What our country and our people did to the Japanese in 1942 was dead wrong. It was senseless. The Japanese weren’t spies or traitors. Uprooted, robbed, humiliated again and again, they didn’t commit a single act of sabotage. Torn apart by memories and anxiety for relatives and friends in Japan, they stayed loyal to Canada. They faithfully obeyed rules about custody, curfews, and official permits- rules set by a government that kept changing its mind and breaking its promises.”

Was it justified to intern the Japanese Canadians? The internment of the Japanese Canadians was unjust and discriminatory because they were stripped of their rights, they lost everything they owned and were either deported or relocated. 

In 1941, Canada feared for the worst war in history, as it was uncertain as to who would win or who would lose. In 1941, over two thousand Canadians had already died on the battlefields of France, in the bombed-out shells of London buildings, under the black waters of the North Atlantic.
 Shortly Canadians faced a new threat from the Far East. Before the year ended nearly 2,000 Canadians were killed or captured when Japanese troops wiped out of the British garrison in Hong Kong.
 While many Canadians had already been endangered overseas, after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Mackenzie King who was Prime Minister at the time felt he had to take precautions by interning the Japanese Canadians. As Prime Minister his duty was to protect Canada, and under chapter 206 of the Revised Statutes of Canada in 1927 it gave the Cabinet powers to intern the Japanese Canadians. While many people believed that King’s decision was discriminating towards the Japanese Canadians, his actions were enacted because he believed that the possibility of civil disorder on the West Coast was likely to happen. King did not want a repeat of the 1907 Vancouver Riot.
 Little Tokyo located on Powell Street was an area where many Nikkei (second generation of Japanese Canadians) activities occurred. During the Vancouver Riot the mob rampaged through nearby Chinatown and then pressed into Powell Street, hurling bricks and smashing windows. Following the incident, Ottawa despatched the Deputy Minister of Labour, W.L. Mackenzie King at the time where he investigated into the affair and assessed the property damage. Mackenzie King recommended sixty Japanese property owners and businesses receive a varying sums up to $2,500 for losses.
 To prevent history from repeating itself Mackenzie King had to intern the Japanese Canadians to protect the security, defence, peace, order and welfare of Canada. According to Mackenzie King, the Prime Minister of Canada [from October 23, 1935 to November 15, 1948] stated, “It seems to me and all present agreed that it was inviting far to great a risk, focusing all displeasure of Japan on Canada, risking the possibility of riots in Vancouver and giving the Japanese, if they decide, an excuse for declaring that we had been guilty of an act of war.”
 If the Japanese Canadians were not interned it would not only exacerbate the fragile situation on the West Coast but it would have disrupted the overall unity of Canada that was already under considerable wartime strains. 



At about the same time, officials in the United States were also formulating a policy with regard to Japanese-American populations in several U.S. states. It is possible that the diplomatic consideration of synchronizing policy with the United States of ensuring a North American uniformity policy regarding Japanese minorities- have contributed to the decision for complete internment. Members of the War Cabinet Committee understood on February 26 that the Americans were planning not only a complete evacuation of their west coast Japanese-American populations, but that this would be carried out by the army. Likely such news would have had a great impact on convincing the unwilling cabinet ministers of the desirability of total evacuation. The following entry in Mackenzie King’s diary, “I feel too we have been too slow in getting the Japanese population moved in B.C”
. Canada’s undersecretary of state for external affairs, Norman Robertson, and the American ambassador, Pierrepont Moffat, had already at the time agreed to “the importance of our pursuing parallel policies as nearly as possible,”
 and to keep each other informed of any intentions “to enlarge the numbers now interned on the Pacific Coast.”
 It was evident that Mackenzie King and his government were determined to keep Canada unified throughout the war with the United States. Public opinion on the U.S. West coast was one factor among many in the American decision to intern the Japanese Americans. In a time of war, Mackenzie King’s decision to intern the Japanese Canadians was just, for the United States declared war on Japan and with the tension between the two countries; Canada had to take precaution towards the safety of Canadian citizens including those that were Japanese descent. Since the U.S. at the time was interning the Japanese Americans it influenced Canada to intern the Japanese Canadians. 


The War Measures Act gave the government complete legal authority to restrict, control, evacuate, detain – and even deport Japanese without bringing charges against them. This was a blatantly racist law and not necessary as means for the national security of Canada. Major General Ken Stuart expressed his thoughts during the war, “From the army point of view, I cannot see how the Japanese Canadians constitute the slightest menace to national security.”
 It seems that the government gave in to pressure from British Columbians who felt threatened against the Orientals living in the province. “The Canadian Cabinet did not fear the Japanese Canadians but the serious racial attacks on them by the white population.”
 G. Earnest Trueman, a federal government official who took part in the evacuation of the Japanese, later admitted why the government acted as it did. “The reason for the mass evacuation was not because of the Japanese but because of the whites. The problem was one of mass hysteria and prejudice.”
 Canadian birthright became meaningless and henceforth the Japanese Canadians were to be judged solely on the basis of their racial ancestry, not their citizenship or even the country of their birth. Of the twenty two thousand men, women and children of Japanese decent seventy five percent were Canadians by birth or naturalized citizens.
 The title of being an “enemy alien” made Japanese Canadians outcasts in their own country. Ken Adachi, the author of The Enemy That Never Was, and a victim during the internment of the Japanese Canadians reflects, “The people of Japanese decent- regardless of their individual intentions and loyalties – had become for the government, a burdensome, distracting element in the early months of 1942.”
 The Japanese Canadians were loyal citizens and should not have been interned because they are of Japanese decent.


When examining the time the evacuation began to when it was completed it took too long for there to be any judgment of the Japanese Canadians posing a threat to society, for the evacuation went on during the summer of 1942 and was not completed until October 31 - close to eleven months after the beginning of the Pacific War.
 This slow pace of events hardly suggested military urgency or an acute apprehension of any sense of danger from the Japanese Canadians being evacuated. Justice Frank Murphy an American politician and Jurist remarked that the evacuation fell “into the ugly abyss of racism”
 During the Pacific War, the Battle of Midway fought over and near the small U.S. mid-Pacific base at Midway atoll was the strategic high water mark of Japan’s Pacific Ocean war in which Japan processed general naval superiority over the United States. However after Midway the opposing fleets were equal and the United States soon took the offensive side. “The last air attacks of the battle took place on June 6 when dive bombers from Enterprise and Hornet bombed and sank heavy cruiser Mikuma, and damaged destroyers Asashio and Arashio,as well as the cruiser Mogami on June 6, 1942.”
 The last attack disposed of any possibility that the Japanese might marshal a naval effort for an invasion on North America.
 Thus the Midway had removed the last threat of an attack on North America, which proves that the internment of the Japanese Canadians was not necessary, as there was no evidence that they posed a threat. In 1942 during the evacuation of 22,000 Japanese Canadians there were no constitutionally- guaranteed rights that rested on any real legal foundation until the Constitution Act in 1982, which the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms was created.
 When examining what rights were being violated by the Japanese Canadians to the Charter today, Canada stripped the Japanese from their guarantee rights and freedoms, fundamental freedoms, democratic rights, mobility rights and legal rights. Five different sections of the Charter was violated some more than others but most consisted under legal rights. The life, liberty and security of a person were stripped as the Japanese Canadians were deprived with the principles of fundamental justice. Under search and seizure everyone has the right to be secure against unreasonable search or seizure,
 meanwhile the R.C.M.P. was authorized to search the premises of any place occupied by any person of the Japanese race and to seize any article found on such premises without a warrant. The War Measures Act also allowed the R.C.M.P. to arrest any person of Japanese descent without stating the charge, however under the Charter everyone has the right on arrest or detention to be informed promptly of the reasons therefore.
 There are quite a few examples of how the Charter outlines everyone’s fundamental rights and freedoms, which were violated during the internment of the Japanese Canadians. The most important is the equality rights which states that every individual is equal before and under the law and has the right to the equal protection and equal benefit of the law without discrimination and, in particular, without discrimination based on race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or mental or physical disability.
 However during WWII although Germany and Italy were enemies to Canadians, the Japanese were treated differently from them and the only possible reason was that their skin was a different colour. “The internment of the Japanese Canadians during World War II marked one of the more shameful episodes in Canada’s human rights history prior to the creation of the Charter of Rights,”
 – an article in the Toronto Star which examined different cases where human rights were being violated. The Japanese Canadians were victims of racism for their rights were stripped from them.  


Many Japanese Canadians owned fishing vessels on the coast of British Columbia. After the Pacific War it was feared that they were spies for Japan, so Canada had to take their fishing vessels away to ensure safety. The cry to round up the Japanese Canadians was loud and widespread, from working fishermen to federal members of Parliament and headed by the most vocal MP Howard Green, the Conservative member for Vancouver South. Green, who later became the minister for external affairs in the government of John Diefenbaker, remained convinced throughout his life that King, the Cabinet and Parliament acted properly during the hysteria that promoted internment. 

“At the time there were about twelve hundred fishing vessels on the coast, and there were nearly three thousand fishing licences held by the Japanese. And they were scattered along the coast. Some of them were powerful enough to cross the Pacific. It was obviously very easy for Japanese naval men to infiltrate through this fleet.”



King was cautious for the safety of the Japanese residents of British Columbia and he shared many British Columbians’ concerns about the security of the West Coast. He thought the vulnerability of the West Coast to Japanese attack was a real threat. While King did not completely share the anxieties of West Coast residents, he accepted the possibility of a Japanese invasion of British Columbia. Afraid of “leaving the back door open for the Japs to come in,”
 which was a common remark made by citizens who feared a Japanese attack. On June 13, 1942, the Victoria Colonist went to press with the alarming news that Japan had captured two Aleutian Islands. Japanese submarines were believed to be luring along the West Coast. Members of the Power Boat Squadron patrolled the shoreline, cruising along the Victoria and Esquimalt waterfront, searching for submarines and keeping an eye on shore for signals from land-based operatives. On the evening of June 20, 1942, Japanese forces made their presence as Edward Redford, the wireless operator at the Estevan Point lighthouse station located on the West Coast of Vancouver Island, heard an explosion and rushed out the door, thinking that it was one of his fuel tanks that had blown up. Then he “saw a sub quite clearly about a mile offshore.” Light keeper Mike Lally yelled at his wife, “Get the hell out of here! It’s a Jap sub and they are shelling the lighthouse!”
 Shells whistled past and exploded in the distance. Minoru Hasegawa, commander of the Japanese submarine I-26, recalled his attack on the Estevan Point lighthouse, “It was evening when I shelled the area with about seventeen shots.”
 The event of a Japanese submarine attacking Estevan Point lighthouse and the bombing of Pearl Harbor with 1,800 Japanese Canadians all involved with the fishing industry on the West Coast of British Columbia, Canada felt threatened by the mass of Japanese that it was necessary for Canada to take precautionary measures by interning them.



Immediately after Pearl Harbor, fishing boats were impounded and Japanese language newspapers were closed down. The All- English paper, the New Canadian was allowed to continue. With the passage of the order to remove all Japanese from the restricted area within the 100 miles of the BC coast, a dusk to dawn curfew was put imposed on Japanese Canadians.
 The R.C.M.P. had the authority to enter homes without a warrant. Personal belongings such as cameras and radios were confiscated and vehicles impounded. The Japanese Canadians lost all of their property; the fisherman suffered not only loss of income but prices received for their property was sold without consent and was a fracture of the appraised value.
 The Japanese fishermen were the first group to be evacuated. False rumours had spread quickly and people claimed that the fishermen were really ex-naval officers sent to spy out British Columbian waters. Without warning they were rounded up and sent to work at camps. Some 1,100 boats having value of between $2,000,000 and $3,000,000 were sold for petty cash.
 As the Royal Canadian Navy were impounding the fishing vessels many were just rotting at port until an Order in Council directed that boats were to be put back in operation however with non-Japanese crews; shortly after another order (P.C. 288, issued on the same day) authorized a committee to dispose of them. Removal of the Japanese fishermen from the industry was a major cause of unemployment in the community and also presented the possibility of serious damage to the production of fisheries during 1942.
 The Japanese had no forewarning that the unhappy experience which arose in regard to the fishing boats would be repeated with their home and belongings. On March 4, 1982, the B.C. Security Commission was established to carry out the expulsion of the Japanese from the area within 100 miles radius from the B.C. Coast. The Japanese were told at the outset that the move from the coast would only be temporarily. It turned out to be permanent. The government assured the Japanese Canadians that their belongings would be handed over for safekeeping only and could be repossessed once they had settled elsewhere. However while the Japanese Canadians were in the internment camps, the Custodian of Enemy Property sold the Japanese Canadians property without consent. 


“All we could take was items that were max 150 pounds. My family and I took mostly clothing and the rest of the stuff we left at home were furniture and other household items. Often more people took necessities. We were very depressed when leaving our home in Cumberland B.C. We didn’t know what to expect, what would happen next, all we knew was that we were going to be sent to Hastings Park in Vancouver,”
 stated Tetsuko Tehara a Japanese Canadian who was interned.

The money received from items that were auctioned off was used towards paying for the internment. While the Japanese Canadians were discriminated and forced into internment camps they were paying for the brutal living conditions. “The women and children were segregated and some were forced to live in the Livestock Buildings where cows and horses often lived in.”
 Many individuals were confined there for months, eating unsatisfying food, without knowing where they would end up or what had become of their husbands, families and relatives. Men between the ages of eighteen and forty-five were sent to work on sugar beet farms or forced to be interned. “Tetsuko Tehara recalls her brother Shoji Kiyonaga having a choice of working on a sugar beet farm or going to an internment camp in which he decided to go to the Neys Internment camp in Ontario.”
 The Canadian government’s measure of selling the Japanese Canadian’s property without consent was unjust and after the war there was nothing the Japanese Canadians could do or look forward to. 


Mackenzie King’s decision to deport or relocate the Japanese Canadians was for the Japanese Canadian’s own safety and although King had the right to deport the Japanese Canadians he called deportation orders off to prevent families from splitting up. According to Mackenzie King “the sound policy and the best policy for the Japanese Canadians themselves are to distribute their numbers as widely as possible throughout the country where they will not create feelings of racial hostility.”
 Mackenzie King was trying to prevent the Japanese Canadians from being discriminated that was presented in British Columbia where almost of all the Japanese Canadians were living. With hatred toward the Japanese still present Mackenzie King wanted the Japanese to live without anymore racial hatred and less hostility was seen east of Canada for example Toronto. Harry Nobuoka, the wholesale fish merchant, was very angry at the way he and other Japanese were treated in the early 1940’s. Later however, he felt that the Canadian government had inadvertently helped the young Japanese Canadians by forcing them out of British Columbia, where they had no future, and into industrial areas where they could get good jobs and high education:


“I think after all that the government did a pretty good thing for those future generations of Japanese. You see, they are growing up to be bigger, and better educated. They can get good positions and they get opportunities opened all over.”


On February 19, King recorded his own fear that it would be “a very great problem to move the Japanese and particularly to deal with the ones who are naturalized Canadians and Canadian born.”
 Despite that fear he felt action was essential because “there is every possibility of riots. Once that occurs, there will be repercussions in the far east against our own prisoners.”
 The situation was awkward and Mackenzie King recognized that the public prejudice was strong in British Columbia that it would be difficult to control. As for the deportation orders in February 1946, the Supreme Court of Canada did indeed rule that the government had the legal right, under the War Measures Act, to deport Japanese Canadians, but with one exception: the wives and dependent children who had not signed for repatriation were exempt.
 This renewed prospect of the government breaking up families, especially after the growing sympathy and support for the Japanese Canadians, led Prime Minister Mackenzie King to call off the deportation orders, even after the Privy Council upheld the government’s power to exile unwilling dependents. As Mackenzie King did not go through with the deportation orders this proves that Mackenzie King showed sympathy towards the Japanese Canadians and his intentions of interning them was not out of racial hostility but for national security. 



Throughout the internment of the Japanese Canadians there were no acts of disloyalty shown during the war and Mackenzie King still refused to allow any Japanese Canadians to return to the coast of British Columbia. In August 1944, while the rights of Japanese Canadians were still restricted, the Prime Minister Mackenzie King declared in the House of Commons, “It is a fact no person of Japanese race born in Canada has been charged with any act of sabotage or disloyalty during the years of war.”
 In the wake of this unequivocal acknowledgment by the Prime Minister in 1944, the actions of the Canadian government clearly showed that the Japanese Canadian community had not been uprooted under the War Measures Act for the sake of national security but simply the government was racist towards the Japanese Canadians. The wartime dispersal was the first phase in the government’s plan to permanently erase the presence of the Japanese Canadian community on the British Columbia coast for reasons other than national security. Although many of the Japanese Canadians lost their homes and property, most wanted to return to the coast where many had lived for two or in a few cases three generations.
 After three years of being interned the Japanese Canadian’s former lives had been destroyed, their assets deplete. Their lives were changed forever. During this time the Japanese Canadians were approached by the representatives from the Department of Labour with two simultaneous policies either dispersal east of the Rockies or deportation to Japan. As a defeated country, Japan may have been forced by Canada to accept the Japanese Canadians, but there were no obligations on Japan to treat them equally. The Canadian born Nissei thus found themselves categorized, in Japan as “aliens,” for they had become rootless exiles. The Japanese Canadians were aware that the resistance to the parameters of the limited “choice” would have be judged as an act of disloyally, which would result in deportation later on. When King had reasoned that the dispersal policy or relocating the Japanese Canadians was for their benefit, it meant that the Japanese Canadians would have been politically isolated and powerless individuals. Approximately 10,000 Japanese Canadians head signed up for the deportation to Japan as many feared the forced dispersal east from B.C. would not be peaceful.
 Others had lost faith in the Canadian democracy and began to think their lives would be better in Japan. Those who had signed for deportation out of fear or lack of clear understanding of their alternatives soon changed their minds. However the government nevertheless made moves in the fall of 1945 to hold the Japanese Canadians to their decision and to deport them. Andrew Brewin, a lawyer who later became a Member of Parliament for the New Democratic Party, protested the deportation of the Japanese Canadians and since a committee that was formed to fight off the deportation lost in the Supreme Court of Canada Brewin had brought it to the Privy Council. Although the Privy Council ruled that the government of Canada had the right, under the War Measures Act to exile Canadians citizens for no reasons, Brewin recalls the campaign that went on during the trial.


“While the case was proceeding we had a great public campaign, and I remember particularly the churches, the trade unions, students, and other groups from across Canada, including British Columbia, all joining together to protest on behalf of the Japanese. Mackenzie King told me that never, on any single subject, had the government received more spontaneous letters. He said that the government, members of parliament, and others had received letters from people who felt that this was a basic moral issue, and that Canada’s honour was at stake. These protests eventually prevented the government from doing something that was wrong. I think the significant thing is that within a democracy, if people will organize and accept their moral responsibility and are determined about it, they can change the attitudes of government which sometimes tend to be very inhumane.”


Even though the Japanese Canadians were not deported, their lives were not the same as before the war, for families were to be relocated across Canada. Families that were relocated had to get special permission to move out of British Columbia. “From Hastings Park we had to get a permit to move elsewhere in Canada and we ended up settling in Lemon Creek Slogan British Columbia.”
 They were only allowed to take a maximum weight of 150lbs worth of luggage and were given only 24 hours to pack up and leave.
 

The deportation and relocation orders were not a means for national security because war was over and after the atomic bomb that the U.S. dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan was in no condition to retaliate. The atomic bombs dropped by the United States military on August 6 and August 9, 1945, killed at least 100,000 civilians and Japan had to worry about their citizens.
 The American policy had no influence on how the Canadian government acted with the Japanese Canadians as Canada treated the Japanese worse than the Americans. In Canada the government seized and sold land and personal property, but in the United States there was no government sale of property because there was a constitutional protection. In Canada the internees paid for food, clothes and improvements in basic housing from savings and proceeds of property sales, where housing and food was provided by the United States. The Japanese Canadians were not allowed to return to the Coast of British Columbia until April 1, 1949 but the American citizens began returning to the coast in January 1945 at the end of war. Lastly in Canada there was a policy of exile to Japan and dispersal eastward which continued after World War II until March 31, 1949. In the U.S. there was no policy of exile and dispersal either during or after World War II, which does not make sense because Japan was more of a threat to the U.S. after the bombing of Pearl Harbor. The Japanese Canadians were unfortunately oppressed by the government of Canada after showing no acts of disloyalty and although Mackenzie King called off the deportation orders to prevent families from separating, many families had already deported to get away from the discrimination that remained in Canada, especially shown through the government. By 1947, 4000 Japanese Canadians had left Canada where 2000 were Canadian born.
 What Canada did to the Japanese Canadians was wrong and discriminatory and left a black mark on Canadian history. 


During and after World War II, Canadians of Japanese ancestry, the majority of them were citizens, suffered unprecedented actions taken by the government of Canada against their community. Despite perceived military necessities at the time, the forced removal and internment of Japanese Canadians during World War II and their government policies of detention, confiscation and restriction of movement, which continued after the war, were influenced by discriminatory attitudes. Japanese Canadians who were interned had their property liquidated and the proceeds of sale were used to pay for their poor living conditions while in the internment. Throughout World War II the Japanese Canadians were loyal and proved that they were not a threat to society. They were harmless victims that were judged solely on their ancestry and not who they were as Canadian citizens like every other individual living in Canada. The internment of the Japanese Canadians was unjust and discriminatory because they were stripped of their rights, lost everything they owned and were either deported or relocated. The redress money they received of $21,000 on September 22, 1988 hardly compensates for the lost years of incarceration; property confiscated family separations and disruptions and the invisible psychological scars and memories of racial injustices that remain.
 Based on what the Japanese Canadians went through, it is important that Canada does not make the same mistakes by surrendering to racist orders, simply out of fear. The Japanese Canadians were loyal citizens, yet the government treated them poorly because they were 
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of Japanese descent. Shikata-ga-nai - it can’t be helped as they were helpless victims of racism.
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