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PRESENTATION, SEMINAR AND DEBATE TOPICS: FROM TAKING SIDES 

 
PART 1. Global Trends 

ISSUE 1. Is Economic Globalism a Positive Trend? YES: International Monetary 
Fund/Michael W. Bell, from "Globalization: Threat or Opportunity?" International 
Monetary Fund Issue Brief  NO: Scott Marshall, from "Imperialist Globalization," Political 
Affairs  

ISSUE 2. Should Greater Global Governance Be Resisted? YES: Marc A. Thiessen, from 
"When Worlds Collide," Foreign Policy   NO: Mark Leonard, from "When Worlds Collide," 
Foreign Policy  

ISSUE 3. Will State Sovereignty Survive Globalism?  YES: Stephen D. Krasner, from 
"Sovereignty," Foreign Policy  NO: Kimberly Weir, from "The Waning State of 
Sovereignty," An Original Essay Written for This Volume  

PART 2. Regional 

ISSUE 4. Should the United States Seek Global Hegemony? YES: Robert Kagan, from "The 
Benevolent Empire," Foreign Policy  NO: Charles William Maynes, from "The Perils of (and 
for) an Imperial America," Foreign Policy  

ISSUE 5. Is Russia Likely to Become an Antagonistic Power? YES: Ariel Cohen, from 
"Putin's Foreign Policy and U.S.-Russian Relations," Heritage Foundation Backgrounder   
NO: Anatol Lieven, from "Against Russophobia," World Policy Journal  

ISSUE 6. Is China an Expansionist Power? YES: Aaron L. Friedberg, from "The Struggle for 
Mastery in Asia," Commentary NO: Nicholas Berry, from "Is China an Aggressive Power?" 
The Defense Monitor  

ISSUE 7. Should Israel Take a Hard Line With the Palestinians? YES: Daniel Pipes, from 
"Israel's Moment of Truth," Commentary   NO: Herbert C. Kelman, from "Building a 
Sustainable Peace: The Limits of Pragmatism in the Israeli-Palestinian Negotiations," Journal 
of Palestine Studies  

ISSUE 8. Should Sanctions Against Iraq Be Continued? YES: Walter B. Slocombe, from 
Statement Before the Committee on Armed Services, U.S. Senate   NO: Sophie Boukhari, 
from "Embargo Against Iraq: Crime and Punishment," UNESCO Courier  

 

 



PART 3. Economic Issues 

ISSUE 9. Is the Capitalist Model for Third World Development Destructive? YES: Vandana 
Shiva, from "Is `Development' Good for the Third World?" The Ecologist   NO: Bill 
Emmott, from "Is `Development' Good for the Third World?" The Ecologist  

ISSUE 10. Does the International Monetary Fund Do More Harm Than Good? YES: John 
Cavanagh, Carol Welch, and Simon Retallack, from "The IMF Formula: Generating 
Poverty," The Ecologist Report   NO: Michel Camdessus, from "A Talk With Michel 
Camdessus About God, Globalization, and His Years Running the IMF," Foreign Policy  

PART 4. Military Security and Intervention Issues 

ISSUE 11. Should U.S. Military Spending Be Increased? YES: Henry H. Shelton, from 
"Force, Forces, and Forecasting: Preparing America's Armed Forces for an Uncertain 
Future," Remarks Made to the National Press Club, Washington, D.C.   NO: Carl Conetta, 
from "Toward a Smaller, More Efficient, and More Relevant US Military," Project on 
Defense Alternatives Briefing Paper  

ISSUE 12. Is There a Great Danger From Chemical or Biological Terrorism? YES: James K. 
Campbell, from Testimony Before the Subcommittee on Technology, Terrorism, and 
Government Information, Committee on Intelligence, U.S. Senate   NO: Jonathan B. 
Tucker, from "Chemical and Biological Terrorism: How Real a Threat?" Current History  

PART 5. International Law and Organization Issues 

ISSUE 13. Should the United Nations Be Given Stronger Peacekeeping Capabilities? YES: 
Lionel Rosenblatt and Larry Thompson, from "The Door of Opportunity: Creating a 
Permanent Peacekeeping Force," World Policy Journal  NO: John Hillen, from Statement 
Before the Subcommittee on International Operations, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate  

ISSUE 14. Did the NATO Military Action Against Yugoslavia Violate Just War Theory? 
YES: William T. DeCamp III, from "The Big Picture: A Moral Analysis of Allied Force in 
Kosovo," Marine Corps Gazette  NO: Bill Clinton, from Interview With Dan Rather, CBS 
News, April 5, 1999, and Interview With Jim Lehrer, NewsHour, June 21, 1999, Weekly 
Compilation of Presidential Documents  

ISSUE 15. Should the United States Ratify the International Criminal Court Treaty?  YES: 
Lawyers Committee for Human Rights, from Statement Before the Committee on 
International Relations, U.S. House of Representatives  NO: John R. Bolton, from 
Statement Before the Committee on International Relations, U.S. House of Representatives  

 

 



PART 6. Normative, Social, and Environmental Issues 

ISSUE 16. Would World Affairs Be More Peaceful If Women Dominated Politics?  YES: 
Francis Fukuyama, from "Women and the Evolution of World Politics," Foreign Affairs   
NO: Mary Caprioli, from "The Myth of Women's Pacifism," An Original Essay Written for 
This Volume  

ISSUE 17. Is Violence as a Form of Protest on International Political Issues Always Wrong? 
YES: Satish Kumar, from "Can the Use of Violence Ever Be Justified in the Environmental 
Struggle?" The Ecologist  NO: Jake Bowers, from "Can the Use of Violence Ever Be Justified 
in the Environmental Struggle?" The Ecologist  

ISSUE 18. Is Dangerous Global Warming Occurring? YES: Robert T. Watson, from 
Presentation at the Sixth Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change  NO: Jerry Taylor, from "Global Warming: The Anatomy 
of a Debate," Presentation Before the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory  

  


